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Text:

I see your buds in springtime,
The fruit you share in summer,
Standing tall against the sky, making a mark on the world.
 
I see the snow that graces you in winter,
The golden leaves you wear in fall.
You may feel bare branches weighing toward the ground,
Yet I know your strength within.
 
Your blossoms may fade,
Your leaves may be swept away,
But your roots are strong and your beauty lives on.
 

****
 

We treasure you in springtime
And in the warmth of summer.

 
We share the loneliness you feel in winter 
And in the fading light of fall. 
 

Seasons come and seasons go,
Yet we will always see you standing tall,
Come summer, winter, spring or fall,
Making your mark,
Your beautiful mark on the world.

 - Ellen Gilson Voth and singers from 
 Handel and Haydn Society Youth Choruses

There is no one in the world like you.
 
We are better people with you in the world.
 
Think of those you cherish
And those that cherish you.
You touch our lives in ways you don’t even know.

Tomorrow is always a new and different day.

From the Composer:

“Standing Tall” was composed in response to an invitation 
by Dr. Jennifer Kane, Conductor of the Handel and 
Haydn Society Youth Chorale (Boston, Massachusetts). 
When Jennifer asked me to compose a piece following the 
unexpected passing of a family friend of hers, Alexandra 
Valoras (2000-2018), I was both honored and humbled by 
her request. From the start I knew the challenge would lie 
in crafting a piece to reflect Alexandra’s life and potential, 
and be an edifying experience for singers who did not 
know Alexandra, as they would learn and premiere the 
piece. The music needed to be simple and eloquent–
welcoming singers coming to understand loss and the 
ways we can show compassion and confidence in life’s 
value.

Near the Valoras’ home in Grafton, Massachusetts stands 
an apple tree; in a family blog post, Alexandra’s father 
described his memories of the tree with Alexandra in years 
past. In creating text for this piece, I decided to ptortray 
four seasons as seen in the tree; in the second stanza, the 
tree becomes a metaphor for Alexandra, with the word 

“you” in place of her name. Dr. Kane and I invited singers 
from the Youth Chorale to write affirming statements they 
might share with someone struggling with their self-
worth; several of those statements were layered as descant 
in the second half of the piece.

Wherever performed, we hope “Standing Tall” prompts 
vital conversation about the fresh start each day offers; the 
need for deep roots to withstand seasons of promise and 
of struggle in our lives, often in the order we least expect; 
and the beauty and inherent worth of every person.

 - Ellen Gilson Voth, 2022
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Ellen Gilson Voth 
 

Active as a conductor and composer, Ellen Gilson Voth composes works that reflect her passion for and commitment to high 
standards of artistry in writing for the human voice. Praised for music that is “superbly crafted for singer and accompanist,” Voth’s 
works have been commissioned and premiered by a wide range of professional, semi-professional and amateur choirs across the US, 
and featured at regional and national conferences of the American Choral Directors Association and College Music Society. Her art 
song and short opera works have garnered national attention as well. An experienced educator and clinician, she regularly presents 
workshops and coaches emerging composers on the art and craft of composition. Voth received her DMA degree from The Hartt 
School, University of Hartford, and currently lives with her husband and daughter in West Hartford, CT. To learn more about her 
work, visit www.ellengilsonvoth.net. 

www.graphitepublishing.com

Other choral works for mixed voices from Graphite Publishing: 
 

 Eric William Barnum GP-B008 The White Birds SATB, a cappella 
 Eric William Barnum GP-B010 Conf lagration SATB, piano 
 Abbie Betinis GP-B004 Blessed Be the Lord, My Rock SAB, piano, organ, or a cappella 
 B.E. Boykin GP-B022 Holding the Light SATB, piano 
 B.E. Boykin GP-B024 It’s a Long Way SATB, piano
 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C009 They Are Mother SATB div., SA soli, piano
 Jennifer Lucy Cook GP-C012 How Can I Keep From Singing? SATB, piano
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D023 Controlled Burn SATB, orchestra or chamber ens. 
 Dessa and Jocelyn Hagen GP-D026 Look Out Above SATB, a cappella, soli, body percussion 
 Christine Donkin GP-D019 In Flanders Fields SATB, a cappella
 Christine Donkin GP-D020 In Paradisum SSAATTBB, a cappella
 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H003 I Lift Up My Eyes (Psalm 121) SSATB, a cappella 
 Jocelyn Hagen GP-H014 To See the Sky SATB, piano 
 Christopher Harris GP-H015 Alleluia, For This Day SATB (div), piano 
 Christopher Harris GP-H016 Were You There? SATB, a cappella 
 Christopher Harris GP-H018 He’s Able! SATB (div), piano 
 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L002 They Brought a Joyful Song SATB (div), piano
 Isaac Lovdahl GP-L006 Though the great Waters sleep SATB (div), piano
 Luke Mayernik GP-M004 Emblem SATB, S solo, piano, violin, cello 
 Luke Mayernik GP-M005 IKON SSAATTBB, a cappella 
 Paul John Rudoi GP-R013 Gamaya SATB, opt. djembe 
 Paul John Rudoi GP-R014 Stillness and the Night SATB, a cappella 
 Joshua Shank GP-S001 Color Madrigals (6 movement cycle) SATB, a cappella 
 Joshua Shank GP-S004 Daughter Ecstatic SATB, soli quartet, a cappella
 Timothy C. Takach GP-T001 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime SATB, a cappella 
 Timothy C. Takach GP-T010 Neither Angels, Nor Demons, Nor Powers SSATBB, a cappella 
 Takach and Hagen GP-T016 This is How You Love (multi-movement) SATB, a cappella 
 Joe Twist GP-T020 Hymn of Ancient Lands SATB (div), S solo a cappella 
 Joe Twist GP-T021 Weep, O Mine Eyes SSAATTBB a cappella 
 Ellen Gilson Voth GP-V002 Across the empty square SATB, piano
 Dale Warland GP-W001 Always Singing SATB (div), a cappella 
 Dale Warland GP-W003 Sed Amore (But by Love) SATB (div), piano
 Reignal Wright GP-W006 The Gift to Sing SATB, piano
 Reignal Wright GP-W007 Tides SATB, violin, viola, piano 
 Reignal Wright GP-W008 Life’s Mirror SATB, piano
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